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JAMES  R. 


TRufiy  and  Well-beloved JVe  Greet  you  well. We  ha¬ 
ving  lately  Gracioufly  given  to  you, the  President 
and  Commonalty  of  Our  College  of  Phyficians 
in  London,  Our  Letters  Patents ,  confirming  ail  former 
Grants  of  Our  Royal  Progenitors ,  together  with  other 
Privileges,  and  more  ample  Authority ,  for  fupprejfing 
all  Illiterate  and  illegal  PraHifers  of  the  Art  of  phy- 
fick,  in  Our  City  of  London>and  feven  Miles  difiance  $ 
Wi ?  have  thought  fit ,  for  the  prevention  of  the  great 
damages  and  Inconveniences  which  our  loving  Subjects 
may  be  expofed  to  in  their  Healths ,  and  otherwife ,  by 
the  Vnskilfulnefs  of  the  faid  PraHifers,  to  Will  and 
'.squire  Ton,  the  Prefident  and  Confers  of  Our  faid 
College ,  and  your  Succejfors ,  in  Purfuance  of  Our  faid 
Letters  Patents ,  as  alfo  of  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of 
Our  Realm ,  forthwith  to  do  your  utmofi  Diligence  to 
Profecute  and  Supprefs  all  fuch  Unlearned  and  Un¬ 
lawful  PraUifers  of  Phyfick,  as  fhall  prefume  to  all 
contrary  to  Our  faid  Letters  Patents,  and  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Realm  in  that  Cafe  provided 5  And,  for  your 
Encouragement  therein ,  We  do  require  all  our  Judges , 
Jufiices  of  the  Peace,  and  others  whom  it  may  concern. , 

A  2  to 


To  Law :  And  for  the  more  effetlual  doing  thereof  you 
are,  as  occafion  fhall  offer,  to  demand  the  Aid  and 
Afjiftance  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Our 
City  of  London,  whom  by  Our  Letters  We  have  re¬ 
quired  to  give  you  all  Countenance  and  Ajjiftance  in 
the  pxecution  of  this  Our  Royal  Will  and  Command 5 
Not  doubting,  but  that  you  will  be  careful  toSupprefs 
fuch  Offenders,  and  Anfwer  the  Trufi  in  this  Cafe  com¬ 
mitted  to  you  :  And  Jo  We  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at 
Our  Court  at  Wind  for  fat  Third  day  of  July,  1687. 
in  the  Third  Year  of  Our  Reign. 


To, our  Trufty  and  Well- 
beloved,  the  Prefident 
and  Cenfors  ot  Our 
College  of  Tbyficians 


Sunderland  T 


in  London. 


JAMES 
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JAMES  R. 


TRufty  and  Well-beloved ,  We  Greet  you  well. 
Whereas,  in  the  Reigns  of  Our  Royal  Progeni¬ 
tors  of  famous  Memory ,  fufficient  Frovifion  and 
rower  hath  been  given  and  granted  by  fever  al  Charters 
and  Ads  of  Parliament  to  Our  College  of  Phyficians  in 
London,  for  the  Reforming  and  Suppreffmg  all  Vnlaw- 
ful  and  Unlearned  PraPlifers  of  the  Art  of  Phyfick  in 
London,  and  within  feven  Miles  dijiance  thereof  y 
And,We.  having  of  late  in  Our  Princely  Wifdom ,  thought 
Jit  to  confirm  and  enlarge  the  faid  Charters  vf  Our 
Royal  Patent  granted  to  the  faid  College  5  andjefolving 
to  fee  the  faid  Charters  and  APIs  of  Parliament  duly  put 
n  Executionjoave  thought  fit  by  thefe  Prefents  to  charge 
jou,  the  Lord  Maj  or,  Aldermen,  and] uftices  of 
the  Peace,  within  Our  faid  City  and  the  PrecinPls  . 
thereof ,  that  with  all  readinefs  you  do  Aid  and 
Affifi  the  Prefident  and  Cenlbrsfor  the  7 ime  beingpf 
Our  faid  College ,  or  fuch  Officers  as  the  Prefident  of 
the  faid  College  jhall  appoint,  in  the  doing  of  all  fuch 
things ,  as  by  the  faid  Abbs  of  Parliament  or  Charters 
ought  to  be  done ,  for  the  Suppr effing  of  all  and  every 
fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons ,  as  contrary  to  the  faid  Royal 
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Charters  and  Ads  of  Parliament  fhall  dare  to  adven¬ 
ture  in  the  Practice  of  Phyfick,  upon  any  of  Our  Sub' 
jells  in  the  City  of  Londoner  the  Suburbs  and  Precincts 
of  the  jame  :  And,  to  the  Intent ,  that  this  Our  Purpofe, 
tending  to  the  Safety  of  Our  Subject  synd  the  Suppreffion 
of  Unlawful  and  Ignorant  Prattle  toners ,  may  with  more 
Viligence  and  Authority  he  effected,  VYc  do  Will  and 
Command you  fhe  Lord  Mayor  of  Our  City  of  London, 
that  at  your  next  Seffionsyhefe  Oux  Letters  may  he  fo 
read  and  publifked,  that  alljufiices  of  the  Peace ,  as 
well  within  Our  faid  Cityy  as  alfo  the  Suburbs  and  Pre¬ 
empts  of  the  fame ,  may  take  knowlege  of  this  Our  P lea- 
fur  e  and  Command :  AndfoWe  bid  you  farewel.  Given 
at  Our  Court  of  Windforykc  Third  day  of  July,  1687. 
and  in  the  Third  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

.  -if  ->  •  fi  a  3 

By  His  Majefiies  Command ’ 

Sunderland  P. 


Whereas 


To  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  Oar  City  of 
London . 


A  fhore  Account  of  the  Inftitution  and 
Nature  of  the  College  of  Fhyficians* 
London . 

TH  E  College  of  Pfay ficians  in  London  (firft  Founded  and 

Conftituted  by  the  Charter  of  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the 

Tenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  afterward  confirmed  and 

inlarged  in  its  Privileges  and  Jurifdidtions  by  feverai 

Atfts  of  Parliament,  and  Charters  granted  by  Himfelf  and 

Royal  Succeflors,)  confifts  of  a  Prefident,  Fellows,  Candidates, 

Honorary  Fellows,  and  Licentiates. 

* 

i.  The  FELLOWS 


AreDotftors  of  Phyfick,  chofen  out  of  the  Candidates,  who  have 
been  always  limited  to  a  certain  Number,  and  are  now  confined 
to  the  Number  of  Fourfcore,  by  His  prefent  Majefties  Gracious 
Charter  :  Out  of  thele  are  chofen  the  Prefident,  Elects,  Cenfors, 
and  other  Officers  of  the  College,  who,  with  the  reft  of  the 
Fellows,;  are  folely  concerned  in  the  Governing  Part  of  the 
College,  and  have  a  Voice  in  the  making  and  refeinding  any 
Statutes,  Orders,  or  by-Laws,  relating  to  Phyfick  and  the 
Practice  thereof.  •  s  . 


t 

a.  C  AND  ID  AT  ES 


Muft  be  Doctors  in  Phyfick,  admitted  to  that  Degree  in  one  of 
our  Own  Univerfities,  muft  not  be  Foreigners,  and  ought  to 

B.  have 


have  pradifed  Phyfick- Four  Years  before  they  are  admitted  into 
that  Order  ;  out  of  thefe,  as  the  Seminary,  the  Fellowlhips 
are  filled  up,  as  they  become  vacant,  in  a  perpetual  Succeilion. 

3 .HONORARY  FELLOWS 

Are  fueh  Dodors  in  Phyfick,  as  by  reafon  of  their  being  Fo¬ 
reigners,  or  having  taken  their  Degrees  in  fomeUniverfity  be¬ 
yond  the  Seas,  are  not  incorporated  into  either  of  Ours  ;  or,  for 
fome  other  reafon  (having  not  been  Candidates)  are  not  of  the 
Number  of  thofe  who  have  Votes  in  the  Affairs  of  the  College. 

4.  LICENTIATES 

Are  fuch  other  Perfons  Skilled  in  Phyfick,  who  by  reafon  of 
their  being  Foreigners,  or  their  not  being  admitted  Dodors  in 
one  of  Our  Univerfities,or  for  their  not  being  Eminently  Learn¬ 
ed,  or  by  reafon  of  their  too  great  Y  outh,  or  fuch  like  Caufes, 
are  not  capable  to  beEleded  into  the  Number  of  the  Candidates ; 
yet  may,  notwithftanding,  be  ferviceable  to  the  Publick  in  ta¬ 
king  Care  of  the  Health  of  the  Kings  Subjeds,  at  leaft  in  fome 
particular  Difeafes. 

NOW,  of  all  thefe  feveral  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Pradifers  in 
Phyfick,  none  of  them  is  confined  to  any  certain  Number  but 
the  Fellows  and  Candidates  ;  fo  that  the  .Reft  being  wholly  un¬ 
limited,  no  Perfon  can  be  excluded  out  of  the  College,  or  de¬ 
barred  from  Pradiee,  but  fuch  as  are  fo  wholly  illiterate  and 
unskilful,  that  they  dare  not  adventure  to  fubmit  themfelves 
to  the  Examination  and  Judgment  of  the  Prefident  and  Cenfors 
of  the  College,  either  as  to  the  Goodnefs  of  their  Medicines, 
or  their  own  Skill  in  all, or  any  Part  of  Phyfick  ;  though  the 
Prefident  and  Cenfors  be  Men  ftridly  fworn  to  do  juftice  to 
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all  Perfons,  whofhall  prefent  themfelves,  or  their  Medicines,  to 
their  Scrutiny  and  Examination. 

From  hence  it  manifeftly  follows,  That  the  College  of  Phy- 
ficians  is  very  far  from  being  a  Monopoly,  fmce  it  cannot  re¬ 
ject  any  of  the  King  s  Subje&s  who  are  duly  qualified  for  the 
Exercife  of  all,  or  any  Part  of  Phyfick  ;  and  therefore,  all  Preten¬ 
ders  to  Secret  Medicines,  or  to  the  Practice  of  Phyfick,  without 
Licence  firft  had  from  the  College,  are  juftly  profecuted  and 
punilhed  as  Publick  Cheats  and  Impoftors  (confcious  to  them¬ 
felves  of  Fraud  in  their  Medicines,  and  Inefficiency  in  their 
pretended  Skill  in  Phyfick)  according  to  the  juft  and  wholfome 
Laws  in  that  Cafe  provided  ;  For  which  purpofe,  and  for  the 
Incouragement  of  Legal  and  Learned  Prafticers  in  Phyfick,  the 
College  of  Phyficians  is  inverted  with  feveral  Powers  and 
Privileges,  partly  by  the  exprefs  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  feve¬ 
ral  Royal  Charters  ;  and  partly  by  fuch  Statutes  and  Orders  of 
the  College,  as  have  been  made  in  Purfuance  thereof.  An  Ac¬ 
count  of  fome  of  which  are  here  Printed,  for  the  more  Publick 
Information  of  all  the  King’s  Subjects,  fo  that  none  may  here¬ 
after  pretend  Ignorance  in  thefe  Matters. 

1.  The  Cenfors  of  the  College  are  intruded  with  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  Scrutiny,  Correction  and  Supervifion  of  all  Perfons 
pradtifing  Phyfick  within  the  City  of  London ,  and  Seven  Miles 
Com pafs, together  with  all  their  Medicines, Bills  and  Prefcriptions 
whatsoever  ;  fo  as  that  they  may  punilh  Offenders  by  Fines, 
Amerciaments,  Imprifonments,  and  other  reafonable  Methods. 

2.  No  Perfon  in  the  Country  (except  Graduates  in  Phyfick  ^ 
in  either  of  Our  Univerfities)  can  have  a  Licenfe  to  practife 
Phyfick  from  the  Lord  Biftiop  of  the  Diocefs,  till  he  be  firft  ex?^|| 
amined  and  approved  by  the  Prefid.ent  and  Three  £le.5ts  of 
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the  College,  and  receive  their  Letters  Teftimonial  for  that 
Purpofe. 

3.  All.Perfons  pradlifing  Phyfick  in  the  City  of  London,  and 
Seven  Miles  Compafs,  without  Licence  firft  had  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians,  after  due  Examination,  whether  mcer  Empiricks 
and  Unlearned  Perfons,  or  any  other  whatfoever,  are  to  be  pro- 
fecuted  at  Law,  and  upon  Convidtion  to  pay  Five  Pounds  for 
every  Months  Practice  proved  againft  them ;  and,  if  they 
happen  to  be  Apothecaries,  may  alio  (according  to  the  ancient 
Practice, and  laudable  Cuftom  of  theGollege,inforced  by  a  former, 
as  likewife  by  a  late  Statute)be  difcommun’d;  fo  that  no  Member 
of  that  Society  ought,  upon  Notice  thereof,  to  fuffer  any  of  his 
Bills  or  Prefcriptions  to  be  fent  to  any  fuch  Apothecary. 

4.  Any  Perfon  pradtifing  Phyfick  Illegally,  that  is,  with¬ 
out  Licence  firft  had  from  the  College  of  Phyficians,  if 
his  Patient  Ihall  happen  to  dye  under  his  Hands,  is  indidtable 
at  Common  Law  for  the  Lofs  of  one  of  the  Ring’s  Subic  efts. 

f.  Upon  Complaint  made  by  any  Perfon  to  the  Prefident 
and  Cenfors  againft  any  Pradtifer  of  Phyfick,  within  the 
City  of  London,  and  Seven  Miles  Compafs,  whether  he  be  a  Li- 
cenfed  Phyfician  or  not,  for  having  prefcribed  any  Unfitting  or 
Unwholfome  Medicine  to  his  Patient;  the  faid  Prefident  and 
Cenfors  have  full  Powerand  Authority  to  receive  any  fuch  Com¬ 
plaint,  to  fummon  the  Perfon  offending  to  appear  before  them 
at  their  Board ;  to  fummon,  and  examine  Witnefles,  and  to 
hear  and  determine  the  Matter ;  and,  if  the  Perfon  accufed  be 
found  guilty  of  IllPradtice,  they  have  Pow  er  to  fet  a  Fine  upon 
him  to  anySummnot  exceeding  Twenty  Pounds,  and  by  the 
Warrant  of  the  Cenfors  to  commit  him  to  any  Prifonof  the  . 
City  (except  the  Towei  of  ’London)  till  lie  ihall  have  paid  the 
•  "  aforefaid 
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aforefaid  Fine,  and  made  due  Submiffion  to  the  College ;  fo 
that  all  Perfons  who  are  injured  in  their  Bodies  and  Healths 
by  Unskilful  Pra&ifers,  may  there  have  certain  and  fpeedy 
Rcdrefs.  - 

6.  By  the  King’s  late  Gracious  Charter,  the  foie  Power  of 
Licenfing  all  Books,  Papers,  &c.  relating  to  Phyfick  and  Chi- 
rurgery,  and  the  Pradbice  thereof,  is,  after  the  Expiration  of  the 
Adb  of  Printing,  granted  to  the  Prefident  and  Cenfors  of  the 
College  ofPhyficians ;  And, in  the  mean  Time,  is  by  them  exer- 
cifed  by  Favour  of  his  Grace  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury ,  who 
has  been  pleafed  to  give  them  his  Deputation  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
by  which  Means,  frivolous  and  ufelcfs  Books  in  Phyfick  and 
Chirurgery,  will  for  the  future  be  in  great  meafurc  Prevented, and 
the  Scandalous  Bills  of  Empiricks  and  Impoftors  in  that  Faculty 
ftifled  and  fupprefled. 

7.  Any  Phyfician  Licenfed  by  the  College,  may  exerckc 
the  Science  of  Phyfick  in  all  and  every  of  its  Parts,  any  A<% 
Statute  or  Provifion  made  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding  ;  fo 
that  he  may,  as  often  as  he  pleafeth,  pradtife  Chirurgery  and 
Pharmacy,  or  the  making  and  compounding  Medicines  for  the 
Ufe  of  any  of  his  Patients. 

THESE  arc  fome  of  thofe  Privileges  and  Powers,  which  the 
Royal  Wifdom  of  our  Princes,  by  their  Charters  and  in  their 
Parliaments,  have  thought  fit  to  grant  unto  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  for  the  better  Reformation  of  diverfe  Abufes  and 
Enormities  happening  to  the  Common-wealth,  by  the  evil 
ufing  and  undue  Ad  min iftration  of  Phyfick  :  And  therefore, 
fince  the  College  was  firft  Founded  for  that  very  Purpofe, and  af¬ 
terwards  (alrnoft  in  every  Princes  Reign)ftrengthned  and  armed 
with  frdh  Powers  and  Authority  to  the  fame  Intent ;  fince  all 

the 
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the  Members  of  the  College  have  given  their  Faith,  or  folemn- 
ly  fworn  that  they  will  do  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  fup- 
prefs  all  Illiterate  and  Illegal  Pradticioners  ;  fince  not  only  by 
former  Adts  of  Parliament,  and  Royal  Charters,  but  alfo  by 
that  of  His  prefent  Maje(ly,and  by  his  Particular  Letters  Manda¬ 
tory  we  are  ftridtly  commanded  fo  to  do;  We  fliould  be  eminently 
guilty, not  only  of  the  greateft  Remifsnefs,  and  mod  fupine  Neg¬ 
ligence,  but  alfo  of  open  Breach  of  our  folemn  Oaths  and 
'  Faith,  and  manifeft  Difobedience  to  our  Prince,  if  we  fhould 
not  exert  the  Authority  committed  to  us,  for  the  vindicating 
of  the  Pradtice  of  Phyfick  out  of  the  Hands  of  Ignorant  Me- 
chanicks,  and  other  Illegal  Invaders  of  that  Liberal  Faculty. 
And  whereas,  in  all  Trades  and  Corporations  of  this  City,  con- 
ftituted  for  Private  Benefit,  not  for  Publick  Ufe,  and  that  by 
Charter  only,  not  by  the  Statute-Laws  of  the  Land,  do  with¬ 
out  Blame  or  Envy  inform  againft  any  Intruders,  fo  as  not  to 
fuffer  any  neighbouring  Trade  to  break  in  upon  them,  but 
that  by  fevere  Muldts  and  Fines  conftantly  impofed  upon 
Offenders,  they  vigoroufly  maintain  their  refpedtive  Bounds 
and  Limits ;  It  cannot  be  thought  hard  and  unreafonable  in  the 
College  of  Phyficians  alone  (Jbeing.  conftituted  of  men  of  ge¬ 
nerous  and  liberal  Education,  and  inftituted  for  Publick  Benefit, 
confirmed  not  only  by  repeated  Charters,  but  feveral  Adtsof 
Parliament,  out  of  which  no  Perfon  of  fufficient  Capacity 
and  Learning  can  be  excluded)  to  aflert  its  Own  Conftitutipn 
and  Privileges,  by  legally  punifhing  fuch  Perfons  asfhall  boldly 
invade  the  Liberties  of  that  Society ;  efpecially,.when  fo  precious 
a  thing  as  the  Healths,  and  Lives  of  the  King’s  moft  eminent 
Subjects,  refiding  in  and  about  this  City,  are  herein  concerned. 
For  theDifcharge  therefore  of  that  Duty  incumbent  upon  them, 
wz.to  preferve  the  Healthful  State  of  the  King’s  Subjects, fee.)  the 
prefent  College  have  taken  all  imaginable  Care  fo  to  regulate 
the  Pradtice  of  Phyfick,  as  that  no  Perfon  may  be  negledted  or 

ag- 
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aggrieved :  The  known  Poor  and  Meaner  Families  are  abun¬ 
dantly  and  prudently  provided  for,  by  a  late  Order  for  that 
Purpofe.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  Families  of  Middle  Rank,  the 
•  Phyficians  are  moderate  in  their  Expectations  and  Demands ; 
and  for  thofe  that  are  Rich  and  Noble,  Liberality  is  infeparable 
from  their  Quality  and  Breeding.  We  are  alfo  fully  refolved, 
for  the  Publick  Good,  to  incourage  and  protect  thofe  two  ne- 
ceilary  Inftruments  of  Phyfick,  the  Chirurgeons  and  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  (the  latter  of  which  owe  their  Charter  and  Knowlege 
of  Medicines  to  the  Favour  of  the  College)  fo  long  as  they 
lhall  contain  themfelves  within  the  Limits  of  their  own  Profeffi- 
ons ;  and,  in  fhort,  to  do  all  other  things  neceflary  for  the  vindi¬ 
cating  and  perpetuating  of  the  Faculty  of  Phyfick,  that  fo  the 
Young  Students  in  our  Univerfities,  may  not  be  difcouraged 
from  applying  themfelves  to  the  Study  of  a  Science,  fo  ufeiul 
to  the  Common-wealth  ;  nor  that  Profeffion  be  invaded  by  the 
Vulgar,  which  hath  been  the  ufual  Support  of  the  Younger 
Sons  of  the  Gentry  of  this  Kingdom. 
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